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AMENDMENTS to the SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the ABSTRACT to read as follows: 

A n e twork e d comput er arrang e m e nt and m e thod in wh i ch a manufactur e r 
o r s e rv i c e p r ov i d e r may commun i cat e t o a plu r a li ty of trad e rs th e it e ms, 
includ i ng goods and/o r s e rv i c e s, wh i ch may b e ava il ab le fo r pu r chas e , 
th e quant i t ie s of thos e ava il ab le i t e ms, and any oth er cond i t i ons t o b e m e t 
fo r th e pu r chas e of th e ava il ab le i t e ms. Trad e rs may app l y gu e st b i dd e r 
p r of ile s o r e nt i t le m e nt sch e ma to th e ava il ab le goods l ists to p r oduc e 
o ffe ri ng s f o r a p l u r a li ty of g u e s t b rok er s. On l y bi d^ r ele va nt p r oduc t 
i nfo r mat i on is p re s ente d t o e ac h gu e s t b r ok er as nee d e d in o r d er t o 
prot e ct th e off e ring party's ov e ra ll pos i t i on on th e off ere d good(s). Gu e st 
brok e r profi le s o r e nt i t le m e nt sch e ma may b e bas e d on p er sp e ct i v e 
contractua l arrang e m e nts b e tw ee n pot e nt i a l b r ok er s, trad e rs, and a 
manufactu re r or s e rv i ce provid er . Off eri ngs a re p re s e nt e d t o th e gu e st 
b r ok e rs, who a re re strict e d f r om part i c i pat i ng i n th e bidd i ng p r oc e ss, in 
an online four-tier offering and bidding process, a first offeror notifies 
traders of available products or services. Each trader then 
communicates offerings to resell the offered products or services to 
brokers associated with each trader. Then, the brokers respond with bids 
to purchase the offered products or services according to a reseller 
master agreement (RMA) which entitles each broker to offer to end users 
a subset of the offered products and services. A guest profile in the 
process contains entitlement definitions indicating allowable items about 
which a guest user may receive information but for which is to be 
restricted from placing bids, also according to the RMA. The process 
prepares entitled offerings through filtering an available items list 
according to the profiles so as to include only offered items per the 
guest's entitlement. These entitled offerings are then presented to one 
or more guests for review. 
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Please amend the SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION starting on page 1 1 of the 
disclosure as follows: 

I n o r d e r to addr e ss th e afor e m e nt i on e d n ee ds i n th e art, the 
p re s e nt i nv e ntion p r ov i d e s a n e twork e d comput er arrang e m e nt and 
m e thod i n wh i ch a manufactu e r o r s e rvic e p r ov i d er may commun i cate to 
a p l u r a li ty of trad er s th e goods o r s e rv i c e s wh i ch may b e ava il ab le , th e 
quant i t i es of thos e ava il ab le goods, and any oth er cond i t i ons to b e m et by 
b i dd er s or b r ok e rs. The present invention operates In an online four-tier 
offering and bidding process, a first offeror notifies traders of available 
products or services. Each trader then communicates offerings to resell 
the offered products or services to brokers associated with each trader. 
Then, the brokers respond with bids to purchase the offered products or 
services according to a reseller master agreement (RMA) which entitles 
each broker to offer to end users a subset of the offered products and 
services. A guest profile in the process contains entitlement definitions 
indicating allowable items about which a guest user may receive 
information but for which is to be restricted from placing bids, also 
according to the RMA. The process prepares entitled offerings through 
filtering an available items list according to the profiles so as to include 
only offered items per the guest's entitlement. These entitled offerings 
are then presented to one or more guests for review. 

Throughout th e disc l osu re g i v e n h erei n and th e fo l low i ng c l a i ms, 
th e t e rm "b r ok e r" i s us e d to d e scr i b e a bidd i ng party o r b i dd er , and th e 
t e rm "trad e r* 1 i s us e d to d e scrib e a party who conducts th e process of 
pro m ot i ng of fer s to b i dd i ng part ie s. T hi s is n e arly ana lo gous t o b i dd er 
and auction ee r i n the con te xt of a t r ad i tiona l auction, re sp e ctiv el y, 
although th e off e ring and b i dd i ng proc es s prov i d e d by th e i nv e nt i on may 
b e us e d to conduct bus i n e ss - to - bus i n e ss off er s as w ell as trad i t i ona l 
typ e s of auctions. 

Th e syst e m and m e thod a ll ows th e trad er s to app l y b r ok e r 
p r ofi le s o r e nt i t le m e nt sch e ma to thos e ava il ab le goods li sts to p r oduce 
offerings fo r a p l u r a li ty of b i dd er s o r brok e rs. Typ i ca ll y, th e brok er 
p r of il es or e nt i t le m e nt sch e ma ar e bas e d on th e cont r actua l arrangem e nt 
betwe e n th e b r ok er s, th e t r ad e rs, and th e manufactu r e r or s e rv i ce 
p r ovid er . 

Th e syst e m and m e thod pr e s e nts th e p re pa r ed off e r i ngs to th e 
b r ok er s, who may subm i t b i ds i n re spons e to th e offerings. Th e s y ste m 
and m e thod a ll ows th e trad er to r e v ie w th e collected bids f r om th e b r ok er , 
and to advanc e thos e b i ds for acc e ptanc e ei th er th r ough anoth er ord er 
fu l fi ll m e n t system, o r th r ough manua l confirmat i on of acc e ptanc e of th e 
bid. 
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Th e system i s part i cu l ar l y w ell- adapt e d for us e ov e r th e I nternet, 
i ntran e ts, and e xtran e ts, by a ll ow i ng common comput er w e b b r owse r s, 
n e twork t e rm i nals, and w i r ele ss w e b brows e rs to b e us e d as th e offer i ng 
and b i dding consol e s by th e trad er s and b r ok er s, re sp e ct i v el y, and by 
al l ow i ng th e manufacturer or s e rv i c e prov i d er to produc e th e li sts of 
avai l ab le products or s e rv i ces us i ng common w e b t e chno l og i es. 

Sp e cific off e rings of mat e r i a l s o r s e rv i c e s a re charact e r i z e d by a 
l ocat i on and product cat e gory pair of pa r am e t e rs. B r ok e rs a re ass i gn e d 
p r ofi le s of on e or mo re locat i on and cat e gory param e t er pa i rs for wh i ch 
they a re e nt i t le d to re c ei v e off e rs and on wh i ch th e y a re e ntit le d to b i d. 

The syst e m p r ov i d e s th e abil i ty fo r th e trad e r to re tri e v e li sts of 
ava i labl e i t e ms and t heir of ferin g pa r am e t er s f r o m the m a n ufactu rer or 
s e rvic e p r ov i d er , and to produc e of fe rings fo r v ie w by th eir b r ok er s. 
Acco r d i ng to th e d i sclosur e of th e r el at e d pat e nt appl i cat i on, th e brok e rs 
may r e tri e v e th eir off e r i ngs from th e syst e m and may re spond w i th 
i nd e p e nd e nt b i ds. Th e i nd e p e nd e nt b i ds ar e co l l e ct e d by th e sys te m and 
mad e ava il ab le to th e trad er for r e v ie w and subs e qu e nt acc e ptance. 

Accord i ng to th e pr e s e nt inv e nt i on, an enhanc e m e nt i s add e d to 
th i s bas e off e ring syst e m wh i ch a ll ows th e pot e ntia l o r gu e st b i dde r or 
brok er to hav e a r e ad - only profi le e stab li sh e d fo r h i m o r h er . I n th i s cas e , 
th e op e rat i on i s s i m il ar to that of th e syst e m and m e thod of th e rel at e d 
app li cat i on i n that th e gu e st b i dd e r r e c ei v e s on l y i nformation about 
ava il ab le p r oducts to wh i ch h e or sh e i s e nt i t le d accord i ng to h i s p r ofi le 
matrix, but a l so a l l re spond i ng and b i dd i ng act i ons ar e d i sab le d. As such, 
h e or sh e may e xp e r ie nc e th e funct i ona li ty of th e on li n e off e r i ng or 
auction syst e m w i thout b ei ng a ll ow e d to part i c i pat e i n th e b i dd i ng 
proc e ss. 

Please amend the first paragraph of the DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION starting on Page 14 beginning with "The present method and system is preferably 
realized in ..." as follows: 

Throughout the disclosure given herein and the following claims, 
the term "broker" is used to describe a bidding party or bidder, and the 
term "trader" is used to describe a party who conducts the process of 
promoting offers to bidding parties. This is nearly analogous to bidder 
and auctioneer in the context of a traditional auction, respectively, 
although the offering and bidding process provided bv the invention may 
be used to conduct business-to-business offers as well as traditional 
types of auctions. 

The system and method allows the traders to apply broker 
profiles or entitlement schema to those available goods lists to produce 
offerings for a plurality of bidders or brokers. Typically, the broker 
profiles or entitlement schema are based on the contractual arrangement 
between the brokers, the traders, and the manufacturer or service 



Serial No. 09/801,613 Leland James Wiesehuegel Page 5 of 8 

provider. 

The system and method presents the prepared offerings to the 
brokers, who may submit bids in response to the offerings. The system 
and method allows the trader to review the collected bids from the broker, 
and to advance those bids for acceptance either through another order 
fulfillment system, or through manual confirmation of acceptance of the 
bid. 

The system is particularly well-adapted for use over the Internet, 
intranets, and extranets. by allowing common computer web browsers, 
network terminals, and wireless web browsers to be used as the offering 
and bidding consoles by the traders and brokers, respectively, and bv 
allowing the manufacturer or service provider to produce the lists of 
available products or services using common web technologies. 

Specific offerings of materials or services are characterized bv a 
location and product category pair of parameters. Brokers are assigned 
profiles of one or more location and category parameter pairs for which 
thev are entitled to receive offers and on which they are entitled to bid. 

The system provides the ability for the trader to retrieve lists of 
available items and their offering parameters from the manufacturer or 
service provider, and to produce offerings for view bv their brokers. 
According to the disclosure of the related patent application, the brokers 
may retrieve their offerings from the system and may respond with 
independent bids. The independent bids are collected bv the system and 
made available to the trader for review and subsequent acceptance- 
According to the present invention, an enhancement is added to 
this base offering system which allows the potential or guest bidder or 
broker to have a read-only profile established for him or her. In this case, 
the operation is similar to that of the system and method of the related 
application in that the guest bidder receives only information about 
available products to which he or she is entitled according to his profile 
matrix, but also all responding and bidding actions are disabled. As such, 
he or she may experience the functionality of the online offering or 
auction system without being allowed to participate in the bidding 
process. 

The present method and system is preferably realized in a 
plurality of networked computers, including computer network terminals 
or consoles, networked database application servers, web servers, and a 
computer network.. The computer network consoles employed are any 
suitable device for accessing remote application services over a 
computer network, including, but not limited to, personal computer-based 
web browsers, wireless web browsers such as web-enabled wireless 
telephones and personal digital assistants ("PDA"), Internet appliances, 
as well as dedicated computer terminals. The database application 
servers employable in the invention may be any of a wide array of 
available database application servers, including, but not limited to, IBM 
Lotus Notes servers, Oracle servers, etc. 



